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I want to warmly welcome all our speakers’ alumni, guests
and potential scholars to this event.
News stories which deliberately mislead in their content
or context are often widely shared on social media. The
food system is not immune from this and can be the
subject of negative, unfounded or inaccurate stories and
opinions which reach a wide audience. The Irish food
and agriculture industry is highly regulated, and abhors
unethical behaviour. There are, however lobby groups on
the environment, health and welfare which have their
views on the current food production system and what
we should eat or not eat. The perception of agriculture is
very important and we pride ourselves on our production
standards, however we need to take account of what ‘Fake
News is and what is not in fact ‘Fact News’ but is in fact
reality and the implications of this for agriculture.
We have a fantastic panel of speakers here and I want
to thank them for their participation. There has been
much discussion on this issue recently on TV, radio
and in print and many of these debates have been very
emotive. The panel that we have here work in the sector
in many different guises and I believe will provide for
excellent discussion and debate. Let’s make this event an
opportunity for open debate and opinion sharing and let
us consider the positioning of our beliefs about farming in
the context of competing value systems.
Lastly I want to welcome the nine International Nuffield
Scholars from six countries who are joining us here as part
of their Global Focus Programme.
Geoff Dooley
Chairman, Nuffield Ireland

Geoff Dooley Chairman Nuffield Ireland
CEO at XLVets Ireland; a professional association
for veterinary practices and part of an international
veterinary business network. Founder and
Executive Consultant at XLVets Skillnet; a
veterinary training company and recognised as Ireland’s Best
Learning and Development Network (2016) by the Irish Institute
of Training and Development. Provides specialised consultancy
services in Strategic Planning. Holds an MBA, MSc (Finance), L9
Diploma in Executive Coaching from Irish Management Institute
and BSc Environmental Science (1:1). Farming enterprises include
beef finishing, forestry and energy cropping. Chairman of Nuffield
Ireland, Director at Nuffield International where is Chair of the
Governance Committee.
Justin McCarthy Editor & CEO, Irish Farmers
Journal
Justin McCarthy became CEO of the Irish Farmers
Journal in January 2014, having been appointed
Editor of the paper in March 2013.
Previously, Justin had held the position of Livestock Editor with the
Irish Farmers Journal since August 2005. Having graduated with
a Hons Degree in Agricultural Science in 2000, he spent almost two
years working with Anglo Beef Processors (ABP) in Shrewsbury
learning all aspects of the red meat processing sector. In 2004
he was awarded a Nuffield Farming Scholarship and travelled
throughout Europe and New Zealand researching Profitable Beef
Production from the Suckler herd. On completion of his scholarship
he took up the role as Beef Specialist with Teagasc. During this
time, he coordinated the Teagasc/Dawn Meats Partnership in the
West of Ireland. Since joining the Irish Farmers Journal, Justin has
travelled extensively throughout Europe, New Zealand and South
America. His reports on Brazilian beef production have been well
documented both in Ireland and across the EU political arena. In
2008 his articles claimed both national and international awards.
Justin still plays an active role in the management of the
family suckler beef farm in Co Down.
Dr. Patrick Wall is Associate Professor of Public
Health in UCD’s School of Public Health and
Population Sciences. His teaching and research
interests include food borne diseases, lifestyle
related diseases and health damaging consumer
behaviour. He is a co-director of the UCD Centre for Behaviour and
Health which is engaged in research on behavioural economics,
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population health disparities and policy interventions. Patrick is
qualified both as a veterinary surgeon and a medical doctor, and
has held the positions of Chief Executive of the Irish Food Safety
Authority as well as Chairman of the European Food Safety
Authority. Patrick will give us some insight into the link between
food and our health, and will comment on the growing focus by
media and action groups on the risk of cancer/heart disease from
consumption of meat and dairy products.
Dr. Doreen Corridan Munster Cattle Breeding
Doreen graduated from UCD with an MVB MRCVS in
1987, and received a PhD in cattle reproduction in
1990. In 2016 she obtained a Certificate in Dairy Herd
Health. Doreen works with Munster Cattle Breeding
where she advises dairy and suckler farmers on genetics, animal
breeding, and animal health issues. She is a regular contributor to
several farming publications and an active member of the Animal
Health Ireland’s IBR Technical Working Group. Doreen served on the
board of ICBF from 2001 to 2012 and is currently a member of the
ICBFTechnical Advisory Group. Doreen, along with her husband Tim
and their daughter Katie, breed and show pedigree Limousin cattle
from their award-winning Roundhill herd. In 2016 they hosted
the International Limousin congress. Doreen is actively involved in the
Limerick Show and is the Chairperson of their cattle committee.
Conor Mulvihill was appointed director of Dairy
Industry Ireland in February 2016. Coming from a
farming background in the mid-west of Ireland, he
achieved degrees in History & Politics as well as a
Masters in European Integration.
Over the past 15 years he has worked as a political advisor in the
Irish Houses of Parliament (Oireachtas) before taking up the role
as head of EU affairs for the Irish Cooperative Organisation Society
in Brussels, where he focused on dairy policy. Conor currently is a
board member of the European Dairy Association and Specialised
Nutrition Europe. At home he sits on the executive committee of
Food Drink Ireland.
The Dairy Industry Ireland represents primary and secondary dairy
manufacturers including the specialist nutrition sector in Ireland
and is affiliated to Ibec, Ireland’s business umbrella body.

Kate Scott is based in Central Otago and is an
Executive Director of Landpro Limited. Landpro
is a planning and surveying company that Kate
jointly founded in 2007, before which she and her
husband Scott Levings were managing a 200ha
dairy farm at Roxburgh, where both were involved in the day to
day operation of the farm. Kate is passionate about the primary
industries and the environment, and works across a broad range
of sectors, including dairy, sheep and beef, horticulture and
viticulture. Kate also has extensive irrigation experience, including
being the project manager for the Manuherikia Catchment. With
her Nuffield scholarship, Kate is interested in looking at ways
for New Zealand to reduce its agri-enviro footprint, including
benchmarking New Zealand’s environmental performance against
other major agricultural nations.   Kate and Scott have three sons,
George (7), Ted (3) and Henry (1 1/2), who enjoy the benefits of
living close to Lake Dunstan as well as the southern ski fields from
their home in Bannockburn.
Zoe Kavanagh has held the position of Chief
Executive at the National Dairy Council since 2011.
Key NDC activities include the positive positioning
of milk production and dairy products in the
minds of consumers and, ultimately, an industry
Reputation rooted in impeccable quality standards. Prior to her
role with the National Dairy Council, Ms. Kavanagh worked with
PepsiCo for over 16 years including as General Manager (IrelandBeverages) for almost 4 years. A BAgSc graduate from UCD
(Agriculture & Food Engineering) in 1994, her previous roles with
PepsiCo included International Account Manager for foodservice
(responsible for 13 European markets); and International Customer
Operations Manager.   Ms. Kavanagh has worked with leading
household brand names including 7Up, Pepsi and Gatorade. It’s
an exciting time to work in the Dairy sector given the positive
outlook. Ireland is uniquely positioned to leverage its sustainable
pasture-based system and quality standards. Ms. Kavanagh brings
to the dairy sector a unique level of commercial and marketing
experience spanning the Brand, Consumer and Foodservice sectors.
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Sarah Bolton (Australia) will research how best to rear dairy calves so as to integrate successfully into
the beef supply chain.
Stewart Borg (Australia) will research strategies used by overseas nations that may be adapted to help
him establish the first feedlot in Queensland’s tropics
Archie Griffin (USA) will study farming and technology, looking at the transformational ways crops are
sustainably planted, cultivated and brought to market through innovation and advanced technologies.
Sarina MacFadyen (Australia) is using her research to help develop management options for farmers
that allow them to use ecosystem services such as pest control and pollination for improving the
sustainability and profitability of their farms.
Barry O’Boyle (Northern Ireland) plans to investigate how innovation and entrepreneurship can
be utilised at farm level to reduce the income dependency on farm subsidies which will likely change
drastically after Brexit.
Olabisi Oladele (Australia) plans to investigate concerns that the horticulture industry is ill-equipped in
human capital to efficiently perform in an increasingly automated and expanding industry.
Grant Pontifex (South Australia) will investigate the effects of using chicken manure and/or cover
cropping as a mechanism to substitute bio-stimulants, while improving soil health.
Kate Scott (New Zealand) is looking at ways for New Zealand to reduce its agri-enviro footprint,
including benchmarking New Zealand’s environmental performance against other major agricultural
nations.
Rick De Vor (Netherlands) will investigate how it is possible to minimise the decrease of the soil so that
there is less output of CO2 and less problems with high water.

