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Welcome to Irish Agri-food - Setting the scene

14 June

Daily Sessions: 
7.30am - 9.00am  
(Ireland GMT +1)

15 JUNE

16 JUNE

17 JUNE

18 JUNE

Leading experts in the Irish Agri-food industry will give their
views on climate, competitive advantage, quality food
production and challenges and opportunities for the sector.

Economic, Social and Environmental Sustainability
What does “Sustainability” mean and how does it affect
Irish farming and the Irish Agri-food sector?

Innovation, Competition and Technology
Scholars showcase new innovations, competition and
technologies in their industries. 

Biodiversity – our relationship with nature
This session looks at the benefits of protecting and
encouraging more biodiversity on our farms and the wider
environment.

Re-imaging Agriculture 2050 
 Interactive workshop: How do Nuffield scholars meet the
challenge of transforming the food system?

2021 Nuffield Scholars



Welcome to Irish Agri-food:
Setting the scene

Host: Karina Pierce (2019 Nuffield Scholar)

In this session leading experts in the Irish Agri-food
industry will give their views on the challenges and
opportunities for the sector and highlight the
direction of travel for the industry in the context of
EU and UN policies. Day 1 will set the scene for the
rest of the week and cover agri-food policy, the dairy,
equine and fisheries industries with time for Q&A
and discussion with contributors and Scholars. 

Speakers: 
Sean Bell, Chief Economist, Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Roisin Hennerty, MD of Ornua Global Food Division
Richard Donnelly, Bord Iascaigh Mhara (Irish
Fisheries Board)
Leo Powell, Editor of The Irish Field (Equine)
Justin McCarthy, Nuffield Scholar and Editor, Irish
Farmers Journal

Followed by live Q&A

MON 14 JUNE   7.30am - 9.00am (IRL GMT +1)

Read more about Nuffield Ireland Scholars here: 

https://nuffield.ie/scholars/

https://nuffield.ie/scholar/karina-pierce/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/
https://www.ornua.com/board-executive/
https://bim.ie/
https://www.theirishfield.ie/
https://www.farmersjournal.ie/
https://www.farmersjournal.ie/
https://nuffield.ie/scholars/


Economic, Social &
Environmental
Sustainability
Host: Mary Delaney (2014 Nuffield Scholar)
Sustainable agriculture considers the social, economic and environmental
resilience of primary production systems. The key measure at farm level in
addressing both the environmental and financial aspects of sustainability is
efficiency. We are a country of five million who feed 50 million and are
already considered relatively efficient producers of nutritious food, but there
is significant scope for improvement and every small change at farm level to
improve efficiency will have a positive effect on the overall sustainability of
our sector.

In this programme we visit Scholar farms; we look at how one company is on
the road to net zero carbon farming; we speak to representatives from milk
and meat processors and how they support farmers to farm more
sustainably; we speak to Bord Bia who works with farmers and the wider
industry on the national sustainability programme “Origin Green” and we visit
a research farm to learn how the application of the latest science and
research on farm can deliver sustainability.

Speakers: 
Roberta Mc Donald (2016 Nuffield Scholar), Bruce Thompson (2020 Nuffield
Scholar), Joe Lyng (2018 Nuffield Scholar), Heather Steele (2021 Nuffield
Scholar)

TUES 15 JUNE   7.30am - 9.00am (IRL GMT +1)

2020 Nuffield Scholars

https://nuffield.ie/scholar/mary-delaney-2014/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/roberta-mcdonald-2016/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/bruce-thompson/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/joe-lyng/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/heather-steele/


Innovation, Competition
and Technology

Host: Ailish Moriarty and Ciara O’Halloran (2019 Nuffield Scholars)

In this session, speakers showcase: 
An overview of Vistamilk SFI Centre in Cork with Francis Kearney; showcasing new
knowledge, technologies and decision support tools to maximise the efficiency and
effectiveness of the dairy production chain. 

Brendan Crosse will highlight how through innovation Sheep Milk Ireland have adapted to
change within the industry. 

Hatch, co-founded by Wayne Murphy, describes itself as a Global Catalyst for Aquaculture
and Alternative Innovation. With a vision to achieve the least possible footprint of farmed
and alternative seafood for the benefit of the oceans, terrestrial ecosystems and future
generations Wayne will discuss how this is possible. 

Brian McCarthy will conclude the session with a live tour of Cork Roof Top Farm and you
will get an opportunity to discover what a sustainable urban food production system looks
like.

Speakers: 
Francis Kearney, General Manager, Vistamilk SFI Research Centre.
Brendan Crosse, Executive Director, Sheep Milk Ireland, 2021 Nuffield Scholar.
Wayne Murphy Co-Founder & Partner, Hatch.
Brian Mc Carthy, Co-Founder, Cork Roof Top Farm, 2021 Nuffield Scholar 

Followed by live Q&A

WED 16 JUNE   7.30am - 9.00am (IRL GMT +1)

Read more about Nuffield Ireland Scholars: 
https://nuffield.ie/scholars/

https://nuffield.ie/scholar/ailish-moriarty/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/ciara-o-halloran/
https://www.vistamilk.ie/
https://www.sheepmilk.ie/
https://www.hatch.blue/
https://www.corkrooftopfarm.ie/
https://nuffield.ie/scholars/


Host: Robbie Byrne (2020 Nuffield Scholar)

Globally Biodiversity levels are under threat, we need to educate farmers and non farmers
to the benefits of protecting and encouraging more Biodiversity on our farms and the
wider environment. 

Biodiversity covers the huge variety and variability of life on earth and is essential to all
healthy functioning ecosystems. Every species on earth is interconnected, we all depend
on each other to some degree. The more biodiversity that exists in any given ecosystem
makes for a stronger more resilient community/ecosystem. Pollinators helping to produce
certain foods, trees and plants for building materials, fibre for clothes and paper, soil, soil
microbes and plants helping to reduce flooding, provide clean drinking water and even
vital medicines.

Our speakers will discuss national climate and biodiversity policies, commitments,  
and success stories. 

Speakers:
Niall Ryan, Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine
Una Fitzpatrick, Senior Ecologist, National Biodiversity Data Centre
Andrew Bergin, Tillage farmer, EIP Pollinator Plan 2015-2020
Ray Ó Foghlú, An Taisce, 2021 Nuffield Scholar 
Donal Sheehan, Dairy farmer, the BRIDE project
Klaus Laitenberger, 2018 Nuffield Scholar, organic farmer, 
writer and educator
John Geraghty, 2003 Nuffield Scholar, Lecturer in
Conservation Agriculture. 

Followed by live Q&A

Biodiversity – our
relationship with nature

THURS 17 JUNE   7.30am - 9.00am (IRL GMT +1)

https://nuffield.ie/scholar/robbie-byrne/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/ray-ofoghlu/
https://www.thebrideproject.ie/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/klaus-laitenberger/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/klaus-laitenberger/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/john-geraghty/


Re-imaging Agriculture 2050 

Global Focus Programme 2021

The Global Focus Programme (GFP) provides scholars from a variety of backgrounds to
virtually travel to different countries and experience a broad range of agricultural
systems, in very different political and social environments. 

The GFP aims to develop Scholars understanding of global agriculture, broaden their
horizons and gives them the opportunity to meet with progressive businesses,
organisations and governments from across the world. The Irish GFP will focus on the
key pillars of Irish agri-food and climate strategies: quality food production, economic,
social and environmental sustainability, innovation, competition and technology, and
developments in biodiversity initiatives. 

www.nuffield.ie

Host: Geoff Dooley (2003
scholar)

An Interactive workshop will
conclude Nuffield Ireland’s GFP. 

10 Nuffield scholars will host
breakout rooms to brainstorm
the future and how we
transform our food systems

Followed by live Q&A

FRI 18 JUNE   7.30am - 9.00am (IRL GMT +1)

https://nuffield.ie/
https://nuffield.ie/scholar/geoff-dooley/

